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Mirida o5 la '\.\.'J.I'Ill.ll el eslacks
dhe Yacatdn, ciudad on b gue
s fomacheen Bo prehispoimace con
Iey el ks wkslernce. Al
cerrar @ sigls es el centro
urdxanee che servaceie reEeanaics
pis imnpontante ded suscsie de
phimien, Bl suco que plsan sus
Penbsitzinles i comnmeTva vosii
pes i L ka1 b
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s, Bl b crecimisn
tos b baurbee b peermiio
thescuilrie mels e B0 silines ar-
ipesakEicos que oo pensir
en win GENLg |:|'|'lll|'|;lull.' (410
pulalacitiin won i soekeilad
aliamente desarroliada, aun
cuando a o legada de los
CUMIpEDE Mo SRUvien) ¢n s
IFEOF |_-:1|H|,-|||,le|r. S0 cstlma e

A concenl ok e,

i

= n (A

m =

- g = =

Mewmnimein 4 i il
Fardir iwpse 4 b me

Merida,the capital cicy of thie
stane of Yucaian, is a fusion of
prehispanic, colonial and
miadern s thi comury oomes
tor A Chosee, it i the mosl im-
prrtanl iy andd cepgions cen-
fer i Elee senillwsast ool Mesooss,
whiile: the ground its inhabi-
Ly bread sl peeserves re-
Bics o the amcient city of T'hid,

Thie First buildings con-
structed] by the Spanish afier
ihe foundarion of Merida in
1%4 2 were huill psing stone
frown ancicnd Mayan bemples,
The gradual grovwih of the
:_'il:]-' hias lesd g the deseivery
ol avwer B archaealagical
sibies, which secms to mchcilc
an ierportand yulalinn oon-
tor with a highly developed
socicty, cven though it was
o at s peitk when the Bu
pogaeins arvived, Inoonder o
reach the sige achicved by
T hoya concentration of peda

Vista nocturina e Merda =
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i Hepgar o ka magnimed cue
ennaG T b, resquirsaole HI R
vieelamienio eficients de los
Hemeniees el eniormo naducal.

Laiy ervidhmcias enconiradas
indican que bos antiguos manas
vz oS fecugsns il e
diponibles en las cuevas.,
CRerafisenibe. W imnnyas unili2n
roin  nrclla cle s weamienlos
sulerrlissas para la elabior-
i de phjebs wschos enos
withy cotidiana; algunas cucvas
feran aprovechadas como
canlers d ddomcle exaEem ung
eapecie de pobvo péineo lama-
elos sgrscerer, Sin cmbgirge, el
recursn mas bescaco docke s
wvinculaestn con b supervivien

vt che la sociechd e el RN

e winld prresumalbdy re-
quire the eficient explolfa-
ticor oo Uhe b rmme s st maghe
upr thesit natural eovircanendt

The cvidonoe which has
come ta light indicates thai
the Maya vwsed natural re-
SOLFCES |'_||_'l'|l.-'||'||::'|_| hy caves
The certainly used clay from
undenground deposits in the
munulacture of cverviay
ulcisils, seme caves served as
cpuarries froen wihsch they dug
i kind off crushed stone calbec
sascaly. However, the most
sonight-after resource, given
ks importanee 15 the survival
of HH."H.'E]'. WS WHlET

The predlevessor ol Merida
was in a privileged position s




Lt arviecesora e Miril, ==
eranirals siuada enun ugar
||||'\.-|||_"!L|;I|_||:- B CRIANI @ la
aceesihilidad de las feenies de
apia, S consilern que en el
drea de asentamicmo cxistin
abundanies cuevas con depd
aivos cil i LR 1 OO MRS
Alnjeanios L ihilvamn susienin: a
ki peiakacican O cE0e ermpn

L leciura de las crénicas
coleninles ivdica gue las cuevas
erun tumbidn wilizadas parm
realizr corcmonias agricolas,
OO Eilns Che CHoeTE Y espricins
e expresatn del ane nupesine

Dl | undackin de [as
citichihs mayas pucde daise
por ciero goe la rebacidn entre

disponibilidad de agua v

Palachy Canefin en el Paseo de Monkcio.

Far as accessibility of water
sources was concerned. Iv is
believed that there was an
abunclance of caves within the
are 0f setlement providing
the precions ligueid &= well as
tHien CEmIes o mect the
nexcdls of the population at that
time:.

Froan codonial chronicles
it appears thal Caves welo
alsiy ised for e cetehealbon
o agriculiurd] ceremonies, is
hunting grounds, and as

shorw sy For mock art.

Wi can assurmde that fromm:

the: Foancation of the Mayan
citics ther: existed a strong
connection berween the

availalxility of warer amd -

Reiilo, Musaoo de b Ciaclad

auAApLY o

.I g

{TLEM ]



e . SEgE L

Boca del conote Kamilmil. Pooc-Ac

Buceance en Kambal
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Tuesrte, pero la manera de
anmvechada sociilimente era
lex guee habria e camibiar on
forma cadical, al igual guie oiros
:LHI:\-;"LL\_I:-\.. II| LTSI Re B
comsuista e lo gque abesta ey
Wi,

Lexs espafiles [mpmn fiw
s clistintas s ke ouie usalwim los
mavas purn ls ofsencion v
dlrmoenannieniey ol s, Pl
q,"l,1:||'||'|_ L ) e e [ L L
Ir.|i_'|,|' sliS FHLHRL= b ke -
nickess y che priso bogarabean realiczur
s pidlieks che congregacion de
Il eon lorma a s fuenies de
agua, la conw vencia entre
[1H s i dem Eyvorecss  Lam-
higenn ] contmol politieo ¥ 1a

evangelizackdn, Las grandes

e ganaderas v s inde
fas harcienchs coupnon his ceno
bes pes Tkt requerian el
HE e @ranckis (rOPONCnnes
tanen parad los anirles o
pant od trabajacores v sus
Farmilizs oo vy, b ik s
micT '_l-:|||-:|...';,'r|i|_'|'l..-..|‘:' FsEirs
fseron varimdo o manern de
.j|"~:":|l.|1‘|'l.ll low cuorm e

Al erminar gl perkslo oo
learaizid el surmesnin dlemogralico
cher Misricla demandd mayores
canticides de agua vy fuentbes
oy I prosepenin, Mo sdlo se
pntileiplicd e minmero de pozos
A TRTN R (Rl hicieron mis
eficienies kas teonicas de obien-
cicn y almacenamiento del

preciaclo liguide En los sighe



man sctilement, but the
means by which it was ex
plivned by society werc 10
cliange radically, along wity
other aspects of bife, as the
conguest of what |s now
Yucatan wis compHeted

The Spanish brought with
them different methods for
abiatning and storing water
pin those used by the Maya
Foar example, the Franoscues
Bl whieels owver the cenodcs,
and in sodoing Facilitaved
thelr ]‘|I1|1L'!.' ol COEreganingg
the Tradizns around & waber
source. The close contact
bereeen the peaple and the
clengy also Fvowred poditical
control and cvangelizadon.,
The grzal cstbe suvches and
luter on the haciendas ook
awier e cenmes, since they
also pequived large quantitics
af water hoth foe D &iimals
and for the: waorkers aind thelr
Famnilies. Lintde by Hitle the
tectical devices introdueed
Fromm Sgeain changed the way
inn which the cenotes were
cxploited

At the e of the colonial
peeriand] the demographic rise
of Merida bed 1o an increased
demand for weater wmd water
sonrees, Mot only did the
e oof woells ronalrigaly, Bam
alsor thee techmigues used for
extracting and stocing the
precious lguid became mdn:
cificient,

Deonot-lch, Reserva Cuxtal

e ] -

Cepode X Tkl Deeihilchalign,

Eaiony y oounyg

PUHIUHIY AR OO0




¥
e}
i
S
o
=

1
1 Ll

POSLERONgs 50 SUMTERITN

fusernes hicriulicas rrachicionales
Ins aljibes, depdsitos de agua
<de luvia odoerada ce a5 azoaeas
en ks semporacs de pregipi
cion, v las veletas, mecanismes
mavidos por el Vienos paca B
exraocitnde agua de los posos
fue hicieron sy aparicion a
tines del sigle pasado o pem-
ceping diel XX

Em lus

s décidas sl

15 de los nwotores elfcincos

gl obtencedn del agus del
sabsaclo v la Insmlacitn de la
red e agua potable en la

civdad, harm pensar que los
cenores fucron otalmente
cubiesios por B mnfres irockir

= ol los

As well as traditiomal by-
draulic sources, the foll owing
centrbes sawe the introddu.
tionn of cisterns, brge tanks of
collected from the
roofs during the miny season
ancd wincd pumps for drawdng

waldr

water From wells, which ap-
peared in the late 1%th or
earky 20ch century

In recent decedes the use
of ebectric motors for drame-
ing water and the instalildion
of o network of piped drink-
ing water in e ity might
make one think that the comoe-
tes hive been totally oovered
by ihe urban mmirasrrscire
and forgotten by the inhabi-
tants, Fortunatche this has ol
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Cenode Tulspancs. Mcrida
habatantes de Mérida, Por for-
Diariel 0 0 AICTids. Y COH
s e s direses cenireles de
Ia ciudad algunaos cenmes
acvesibles y limphos Fi i iree:
casns ol mitn peompansg s
existenici, oo es el s el
conote de Ja Cavcdnal que seprin
s historbaclesres fue culbiemo
prara e el lemaphks cristiano
nEks myEetanie de b reglon
Cogreks en 1952 1o Instilu
cifin Carnegie pitrociod
edueliny de alpunes cenoes en
i ;'u_-rlr-ul.l. ln expedicion
respistr’y Imlsgee en s de 12
cler Gnlos fonmicionncs, pune de
s ouales han skdo tapiadas ¥
||||||'||r.,-h.

micsditicudis  sus

cangiriiles

Sifs

happenei. Some cenotes
have been preserved, clean
and aecessikle, in central
parts of the city. In Some
cases there exist oyths sur
roanding Thesir existenor, as
inm the casc of the Cathedeal
cenote, which acconding 1o
Tdstorians was covensl over
ghuring the ercction of the
mest important Christian
church In the regicn.

When the Carncgic st
tute sponsorcd a study of
soime Cenodes in 1952 the
expedition carmcd our work
in bwelve af these formations,
some of which have been
Tabisckeech ol or beve had theic
anraeinl s chanpel

Escarabajo
Beserva Eooldgmen Cuenal




Aciualmenie s crmseTvan
cepoie o “Tovodi®, merlencdos e
Proemis condidiones v o oon
obras realizdas desde hace
aprosimachimenie Al afos [
facilitar ¢l svcess ¥ perme
M S SU e, & aliea
el peimmer cugdioe e B eluckic
wosirve el asiemnes i g eseuse
comercial enlasealles 62 545,
El denoiminacho T Ifriru 5"

walvilitado oome arrnctive
TSTOn ¥ sl SOy

1 Fatima o

G
tinul el ke

o plena 2oma urbam. For ol
marle. en b coloneg Garcia
Ceimerrds y clentro del gandin de
il resiclencin esta el *Willa
Sharka™ ol Bis Permsemes misio-

meras de Maria Inmaculac,

Tockey the “Tivoli® conote
is maintained in good condi-
ticsny, wiork having beon car
ricd dnal seemie 400 PEars age fo
i|1||11'4|w' access and condi-
tons in the imterioe. It is lo-
wited in the divemitoran arca,
ann] 5 the slie of a busingss
schsnl on G2nd strect and
45th, The: sosclled ™ Tulipancs
has been fitbed oul as @ Do
ist artracrson and pestausint;
it still preserves fts original
famman, anl i simoaed o che
mbddle of the uran zonc.
The “¥illa Marin~, on the cther
hatiwd, beloaging o the mis
SOy SiSUers of thee lmimaicu
Lavte: Viryin, i% inmsidde @ mesiden
il garden in the subwirk ol

il pacs faclider £, )

Resssemrva Eoaldseica Cuxtl

it i

Rosncnin, Mérida,
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con escalens, paaamanos y
peticn il el neoddaion. Pog
dlvime, s cenotes de “La
Goenchia®™ (66 x 59 y del
“Hunlpoch® (5% x 52-A) sobre-
viven centm die un estacicnas
menle y o pargue vehicular,
Tesprec A vanmienie.

Recientemenle el Ayvun-
vumniemo de la ciadad proae
vid la oncacidn de ka Resena
'I'-.rrjlr':-glr:l Cuxsal decretada en
14H para cosnservuT y ool
ka Miara v In Biuna ol hogar, En
exta zona rescatada duedinon
conprenclichos s de M cerne
tes cntne los que destaca el
Hamadi Deenct ch, chenine die
I hackensda Dacyaxcheé, En
COTE 8 £51E CLETT= dli= ague se
han hecheedificacknes para |
prictica de caminatn en sende-
O, Pelsnos 6 carmetas y aios
ile priscive.

P ote gEanie, €0 lia porss
rurales del muwnicipio de Mén-
da exisben oepotes extraondi-
nanamienie inderesnies, coumes
el Bumbul en ln comisaria o
Poan: A, &t 15 minules de la
ciuckid. Exte cernate resulta rele-
vanie por los descubrimiencos
pabeontoldgicns legrmdos en la
profumdidad dic sus aguas azukes
por chenificos v espelenhunns
mexicanos ¥ Cuirmnperos,
Bestos fosibes v sirdénicos {ma
natil, con antigiecdad de apoo-
mimuadaments 13 millosed de
aitos Mueren recuperados a
paintic <he 1975, S considen

58
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Cepoic Klakah.
Rermcar anpuenbigion.

Garcia Gineres. B has a siir
o, handmil ind nenclssical
porticee. Finalky, the *Conchita®
{G6Lth street and 39th) and
*Huolpoch™ (349ah soreer and
G2-A) cenoles survive within
a puiblic parkiog lod and a pri-
vate garage respectively

The City Council has ne
1,1']'|ﬂ':|r p-rl:,:'mnlml e Creatim
al i Cuxial ecolkmicl ne-
serve, broeehd inda being in
193 o conserve the flora
and fna of the area. Within
thie prodected some are misre
than [ cemodes, amony which
hee asree kmerwvns as Deomasl loh,
in Meoyasche hacienda, s
outstanding. Constructions
erccted around this pool fa-
ciline country wilks, uggy
riekes anid swimming,

O the ather hamd, in the
mural areas of the municipa-
lity ol Mioridta, the e ant somc
particularly intcresting oo
wotes, such #s the one at
Kambul in the district of
Moc Ac, 19 minutes from the
city. This cemote is impon-
ant for the paleontological
discoveries made in the
depitha ol i biue waters by
scicntisis and cavers [eom
Mexico and abroad. Fossils
and manatee remalns dating
back approximagely 13
million years have heen
recovereil since 1975,
considered ti be cae of the
mosst prl.‘rrlliui:'lg CAVES LA

It ix




comen una de las cavernas de
Yocudn con meyar prendci-
lidadd para Ly investgacion
cierifica

A gurinoe minusoe de M
v &n b carrstera que llerva a 1a
costa, se encuenlrd ¢ S0
argjuenligzicode Dblchation,
e sipndfica *lugar domede by
eacriluir en ks piedems”, Pobila-
thit chessales SO0 At a0, hasdz la
lepada de los condgusiidonss
oot el migha XYL, fd una meind
poli mava cle la meyor relevane
Cid Cofl und SELCNSHon que
abared alredhxlor o 17 Kms.
muadmclog, comunicada con
OIS DTS T Yas [ Caninos
che plexhrn Narmuche “sctsi=, La
clivee smoerckoad die csby antipua
civdad practicd ohsencacinnoes
nslrondemicas s regular
prodwocdn aprioola v resfinmer
s poder socinl, como ke ovi-
demcia ¢l lenimeno Sciar gque
tiees Fugar en los equinoocios
chell nAe

P su cercmivta al mar, D
hikchaliin practiod un rmtenso
COLercioe @ dsLANCin Con oirs
LA HEERE H.II.H 8- |,'I|I!1||.<.||
v pescadn, Constiluve uns de
ks mcjores ejenplos de b in-
rerrelaciion entre cenobes ¥
comunidades prehispinicas,
s X ks e churanie siglos
s prnecipeal Foenbe de abasiec
miemile, Este conote fud explo-
racl a1 mechndos cde bos cin
CRIEGL X007 1L euipo encale-

zado por el arqueclégn E

¢

e Pariceel | Ceographibe, 10

Lo, Loy Al reaos,
alinadis Je L eplosisin
em Limisichakun

Yucatan for scicntific fe-
search.

Fifteen midnutes From Me
ridda along the road 1o the
coast lies the archacological
sl ol Dealvilchalion, which
micans “place where there is
writing on |I1|' stones” Inha-
Evivesd Froam UKD B umtil the
arrival of the comguistadores
in tha 168 Cemtry, il wes an
extrensely impsarmant Mayan
metropodls covering somae 17
sipuare kilometres and oo
necied with other Mayan cen-
tres h"."' stone paths called
“aachdés”. The pricstly class in
this ancient city carrsed out
astronomical hacrvalions in
arder 1o regulate agriculiural
|1n1|;|'|,u;|i|::|n and to coment
Lheir proweer in SOCIicTy, 45 Ol
denced by the solar pheno
meemwan which oceurs cach
year an The CquEnoes.

Giiven Bts proccinmity fo the
s, Dzibilehalon had vigo-
s loqg-dstance comnmer:
clal links with odlier amses,
trking paoducts sweh s salp
and fish. It s one of the best
cxwmpdes of Lhe interrelation
between cenotes and prehis-
panic communitics, since
X'lmh was [or cenlurics ils
pEimary sowrce of water, This
oenoe was explored i the
mdcilties by o team under
the divection of the archas-
alekzist FWllvs Andrewes Irom
Tukeine University, which is-

50




Folen F Py

Willvs sandrews dis a0 Lingver-
sicad de Tulane, quismes @n-
ook e su interior peedras
Ialymickis, Avmmenasos redos s
cerimica ¥ hosiles umanos
ke sLgieren s carscier de cen

trea e izl lvesligackames
recienites peor parde dhe la Univer-
saclacl che Tesas y un equapo de
bz de Lo Florlckn revelan quae
et 50y 0 s ok o slir-
cleladl =z nicin un grn e de
gt oo s dhe 1500 metros ok
longited en deaeccion a la oosn
e, et o e Lo cesmiee,
lesda L lectia, en Ba caviesne

innrkkicks s L o Yacatin

(i

Palach de Gioblerno. Salim de la Hsoria

covvered inits interior sculp-
Pell SLOMCS, AUmMOerous oe-
ranic shurds and human los-
gils wiich provide evidence
for its [unciion as a ceremo-
niil center. Recond investigia-
ticns by the University of
Texas and a veam of divers
from Flocida have revealed
that ai a depih of between
S0 anad 60 meters there is the
entrance toa great underwa-
ter tunnel running for moane
than 1306 meters towands
e mewrtle coeasl, This makes
il 1oy wlade, the longest Moo

el civery i Yawcalan.,

Fono fewge Ciramas

Cazan il Cimnulsaacior. Dienalle







Este libro &5 una
realizzcion editonal de CEPSA
para la Secretania de Ecologia del
Gobiemo del Estado de Yucatan
Se concluvo en agosto de 1990



